
WASHINGTON STATE ROAD 
USAGE CHARGE 



Equity Analysis



Overview
•

•
•



Broader Transportation Equity Questions
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Definitions and assumptions



Definitions: What is equity?
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Assumptions and data
•

•

•



Assumptions and data
•

•

•

•

•



Findings: Who is 
low income?



Definitions: Who is low income?
•

•

•

•



Low-income threshold summary

Household Size 135% FPL 300% FPL
HUD Low-Income 

(80% of MFI)
ALICE

225% FPL 
(equivalent to 

Minimum Wage 
for 1 person)

1 Person $17,388 $38,640 $51,300 $22,524 $28,980

2 Person $23,517 $52,260 $58,600 $33,828 - $42,254 $39,195

3 Person $29,646 $65,880 $65,950 $45,132 - $61,984 $49,410

4 Person $35,775 $79,500 $73,300 $56,436 - $81,714 $59,625

5 Person $41,904 $93,120 $79,150 $67,740 - $101,444 $69,840

6 Person $48,033 $106,740 $85,000 $79,044 - $121,174 $80,055

7 Person $54,162 $120,360 $90,850 $90,348 - $140,904 $90,270

8 Person $60,291 $133,980 $96,750 $101,652 - $160,634 $100,485



How many people fall into each income bracket?
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Income distributions in Washington
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How do incomes correspond with race and ethnicity?
•

•

•

•

•



Findings: Costs paid under gas tax vs. RUC



Would households in different income brackets pay more 
or less under a potential RUC, compared with the gas tax?
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Vehicle fuel efficiency



What types of vehicles have lower fuel economy?
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How does fuel economy vary by vehicle age?
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What are the trends in Washington vehicles?
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How do household vehicles vary based on income?
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How does vehicle age vary by household income?
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How does vehicle fuel efficiency vary by household 
income? 
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Vehicle miles traveled



How many miles do Washington drivers and households 
tend to drive per year?
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Will lower income households pay more under a RUC 
compared with a gas tax?
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What percentage of household income is spent on 
transportation costs?
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Equity Outreach 
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RUC Equity Analysis
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Interested Groups (as of May 12)
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Reactions to Date from Organizations
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Criteria for Equity Analysis
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Informational Meetings



Statewide Outreach Efforts
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Discussion
•

•

•

•



Upcoming Spotlight Sessions
•

•



Appendix



Who owns a vehicle? How does vehicle ownership 
correspond with income levels?
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Statistical analysis
•

•

•

•

•



Poverty Status in Washington (as total number)



Poverty Status in Washington (as percentage)


